
The Empty Tomb



Prepare Your Mind
• What would it mean if the tomb 

was full?

• What would it mean for your life?



The Full Tomb
• Was Jesus really buried in the tomb?

• Mentioned by Paul in 1 Cor. 15

• Taught in the Gospels

• multiple attestation



The Full Tomb
• Mentions Joseph of Arimathea

• What is significant about him in 
the story?

• Christians would not pick a Jew

• Why fabricate a leader who 
could be checked?



The Full Tomb
• Mentions Joseph of Arimathea

• One of the best attested facts of 
Jesus’ life

• Cannot have it both ways - either 
the gospels are one account or they 
are many accounts.



Security of the Tomb
• Stone fell into grove

• Was it guarded?

• First century Jewish attestations

• The Jews knew the guards were 
there

• Did the Jews understand prophecies 
better than the disciples?



Contradictions
• What are some of the contradictions?

• How are they answered?



Contradictions
• The differences are secondary

• Jesus is entombed

• Women come to the tomb

• The Tomb is empty

• Angels claim Jesus is risen



Can’t we all get along?
• Are identical stories important?

• Multiple independent attestation

• Hannibal attacking Rome

• Time of visit?

• What about the women?



Other thoughts
• Time would count as three days

• Understanding of culture

• Objectivity of witnesses

• The use of women in the testimony



Did the Disciples use 
the empty tomb?

• Peter doesn’t mention it in Acts 2

• Acts 2:24-32

• Did not have to use the words 
“empty tomb”



Best shot at proving the 
empty tomb

1.I Corinthians 15

a. Did the Greek city need to hear the 
words “empty tomb?”

2.The site of the tomb was not a secret



Best shot at proving the 
empty tomb

3.Mark’s empty tomb story came from 
the first years after the empty tomb

a. Does not read like a legend

4.Women’s testimony

5.No one in the first century 
thought the tomb was full



Just a Thought

• What is the importance of Joseph of 
Arimathea?

• Why is the empty tomb important for 
the believer?

• For the unbeliever?

• What does the empty tomb not 
prove?


