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The Da Vinci Code

The Introduction



Presuppositions:

The Bible is inerrant

All truth is God’s truth

Truthful philosophy and science will 
support the Bible, and we should not be 
afraid of them - Acts 17.



Quick Plot

Mary was pregnant with Jesus’ baby 
when He died on the cross

The truth was suppressed by the church

A secret society protects this secret

This proves Jesus was just a man

The RCC wants to destroy the evidence



Fact:

All descriptions of artwork, architecture, 
documents, and secret rituals in this novel 
are accurate. ~ Page 1 of DVC





Facts?
The Priory of Sion - a European secret society 
founded in 1099 - is a real organization.  In 1975 
Paris’s Bibliotheque Nationale discovered 
parchments known as Les Dossiers Secrets, 
identifying members of the Priory of Sion, 
including Sir Isaac Newton, Botticelli, Victor 
Hugo, and Leonardo da Vinci. ~ Page 1 of DVC



Fact?
“The "FACT" page makes no 
statement whatsoever about any of 
the ancient theories discussed by 
fictional characters. Interpreting those 
ideas is left to the reader.”

www.danbrown.com/novels/davinci_code/faqs.html

http://www.danbrown.com/novels/davinci_code/faqs.html
http://www.danbrown.com/novels/davinci_code/faqs.html


The Da Vinci Code
The Scriptures



The Da Vinci Code:

“The Bible is a product of man my dear.  Not  
of God.  The Bible did not fall magically from 
the clouds.  Man created it as a historical record 
of tumultuous times, and it has evolved through 
countless translations, additions, and revisions.  
History has never had a definitive version of the 
book.” - Chapter 55



How did we get the Bible?

Old Testament

Writing completed by 400 B.C.

Accepted by 200 B.C.

Greek Septuigent competed by 150 B.C.

Confirmed by Jews - late 1st Century A.D.





The Caves



Dead Sea Scrolls
Discovered in 1946 by 
shepherd

Excavated until 1956

Hid by Essenes <70 AD



The Da Vinci Code:
“some of the gospels that Constantine attempted to 
eradicate managed to survive. The Dead Sea Scrolls 
were found in the 1950s hidden in a cave near Qumran in 
the Judean desert. And, of course, Coptic Scrolls in 
1945 at Nag Hammadi. In addition to telling the true Grail 
story, these documents speak of Christ’s ministry in 
very human terms.” - Chapter 55



Dead Seas Scrolls

Not one word 
about Jesus or 
Mary or any 
Christians at all.

No Gospels.

All descriptions of 
artwork, 

architecture, 
documents, and 

secret rituals in this 
novel are accurate.

Not one word about Jesus?



Isaiah 53
Date of writing is approximately 700 BC

Many thought it had been distorted by 
Christians

However - this scroll was written in 150-125 BC

Only a few differences between this Hebrew text 
and the previous oldest text from 1000 AD



The Da Vinci Code:

“More than eighty gospels were 
considered for the New Testament, and 
yet only a relative few were chosen for 
inclusion - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John among them.” - Chapter 55



“Constantine commissioned and 
financed a new Bible, which omitted 
those gospels that spoke of Christ’s 
human traits an embellished those 
gospels that Him godlike. The earlier 
gospels were outlawed, gathered up, 
and burned.” - Chapter 55



What about all the ‘other’ Gospels?

There are approximately 25 
Gospels, including the four in the Bible

Those not included in the Bible did not 
meet the standard of agreement with the 
church or the “four Pillars.”



How did we get the Bible?
New Testament

Paul’s writings considered Scripture by 
Peter



2 Peter 3:15-16
and regard the patience of our Lord as 
salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, 
according to the wisdom given him, wrote to 
you, as also in all his letters, speaking in them 
of these things, in which are some things hard 
to understand, which the untaught and 
unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the 
Scriptures, to their own destruction. 



How did we get the Bible?
New Testament

Paul’s writings considered Scripture by Peter

Four Gospels established by 150 A.D.

Irenaeus 180 A.D.



Irenaeus: “It is not possible that the 
Gospels can be either more or fewer in 
number than they are. For, since there 
are four zones of the world in which we 
live, and four principal winds, while the 
Church is scattered throughout all the 
world . . . It is fitting that she should 
have four pillars.”



How did we get the Bible?
New Testament

Paul’s writings considered Scripture by Peter

Four Gospels established by 150 A.D

Gospel of Thomas NEVER considered



The Canon

Constantine did not set the canon

Discussed for years

Athanasius wrote the list of the 66 books 
we have now in 367

Accepted as a list by councils after this

Did man vote for the canon?



‘Tests’ for canonicity
Apostolic Authority
Accepted as authentic by the Early Church
Conformed to Early Church Doctrine

“It is the simple truth to say that the 
New Testament books became 

canonical because no one could stop 
them doing so.” - William Barclay





The Da Vinci Code
The Emperor Constantine the Great



Constantine (DVC):
“The Bible  . . . was collated by the pagan 
Roman Emperor Constantine the Great.”

“Constantine was a very good businessman.  He 
could see that Christianity was on the rise, and 
he simply backed the winning horse.  Historians 
still  marvel at the brilliance with which 
Constantine converted the sun-worshipping 
pagans to Christianity.” ~ Chapter 55



Constantine Veritas:
Pagan

Battle of Milvian Bridge

Conversion and religious freedom

Edict of Milan

Preaching in the Palace

Buildings & Pilgrimages

“Christianity on the rise”



Constantine Veritas:
Pagan

Ordered the burning of Gnostic books?

Diocletian 301-311
Council of Nicea did not discuss Canon



Constantine Veritas:
Pagan

Ordered the burning of Gnostic books?

Worship on Sunday

Acts 20:7 & 1 Corinthians 16:2



Constantine Veritas:
Pagan

Ordered the burning of Gnostic books?

Worship on Sunday

Why Nicea?



The Da Vinci Code
The Historicity



The Da Vinci Code:
“The Bible is a product of man my dear.  
Not  of God.  The Bible did not fall 
magically from the clouds.  Man created it 
as a historical record of tumultuous times, 
and it has evolved through countless 
translations, additions, and revisions.  
History has never had a definitive version of 
the book.” - Chapter 55



Rylands Papyrus
Dated 125 AD

John 18:31-33 & 37-38

John Rylands Library 
Manchester, England



Magdalen Papyrus
Fragments dated to 
60-70 AD

Uses ‘KE’ for Lord 
from Matthew 26

Proof of early belief in 
the Deity of Jesus

Magdalen College, 
England



When did they write?
• Liberals put the writing dates from 70-90 for 

the four Gospels

• How should the Gospels be dated?

– Luke wrote Acts no later than 62

– Therefore Mark wrote in the late 50’s

– Matthew wrote in the late 50’s as well 
since he was martyred in 60



Big Disclaimer

Books written closer to the events with 
eye-witness accounts are better than later 
records written without eye-witness 
accounts at a later date.



Gospel Comparisson Chart
The 

Gospels
Matthew Mark Luke John

Date of 
Writing

50's or 
60's

50's or 
60's

60 - 70 85-90

Intended 
Audience

Jews Romans Greeks Church

Theme
Jesus as 
Messiah

Jesus as 
Servant

Jesus as 
Man

Jesus as 
God



Luke’s History
Refers to:

32 countries

54 cities

9 islands

No mistake

Why not accept as history?



Historicity of the New Testament

Author Date Written Earliest Copy Time Span # of Copies
Caesar 100-44 BC 900 AD 1000 years 10
Plato 427-347 BC 900 AD 1200 years 7

Aristotle 385-322 BC 1100 AD 1400 years 5
Homer 900 BC 400 BC 500 years 643

New Testament 45-90 AD 125 AD 35-80 years over 24,000



Is the New Testament True?

Eyewitness Accounts

Eyewitnesses Willing to Die

No real 1st or 2nd Century Challenges

Confirmed by Outside Sources



The Da Vinci Code
The Gnostics



The Gnostics
Believed in a supreme unknowable god

Emanated itself through other gods

Some say that an evil god created Earth

Matter bad - spirit good

Man is a spark of divinity

Fall of man is ‘into’ matter

Salvation = freeing self from matter



The Gnostics
Believed in a supreme unknowable god

Emanated itself through other gods

Some say that an evil god created Earth

Most disputed books are gnostic

‘Gospels’ of Thomas, Judas, and Philip



(77) Jesus said, "It is I who am the light which 
is above them all. It is I who am the all. From 
me did the all come forth, and unto me did 
the all extend. Split a piece of wood, and I 
am there. Lift up the stone, and you will find 
me there."

The Gospel of Thomas



(114) Simon Peter said to him, "Let Mary leave 
us, for women are not worthy of life."  - Jesus 
said, "I myself shall lead her in order to make 
her male, so that she too may become a living 
spirit resembling you males. For every woman 
who will make herself male will enter the 
kingdom of heaven."

The Gospel of Thomas



“But you will exceed all of them. For you will 
sacrifice the man that clothes me.”

The Gospel of Judas



More about other gospels

Good for the deity - Infancy Gospel of 
Thomas

Good for men - Gospel of Thomas

All Gnostic Gospels seem to be written at 
least in the 2nd Century

Gnostics are more Greek than Jewish



The Da Vinci Code
The Marriage



Did Jesus get hitched?

No first or second century literature, 
Christian or otherwise, in the Bible or 
outside the Bible, states that Jesus 
got married.

So where did he get that?



Gospel of Philip (DVC):

“And the companion of the Saviour Mary 
Magdalene. Christ loved her more than all the 
disciples, and used to kiss her often on her 
mouth. The rest of the disciples were 
offended by it . They said to him "Why do you 
love her more than all of us?” ~ Chapter 58



Gospel of Philip (real):
“And the companion of the [...] Mary Magdalene. [...] 
more than [...] the disciples, [...] kiss her [...] on her 
[...]. The rest of the disciples [...]. They said to him 
"Why do you love her more than all of us?”

Mary called Jesus’ companion

In the New Testament this never means spouse.

It says Jesus kissed Mary, but it also says . . . 



The Gospel of Philip also says:

“The world came about through a mistake.  
For he who created it wanted to create it 
imperishable and immortal.  He fell short 
of attaining his desire.  For the world 
never was imperishable, nor, for that 
matter, was he who made the world.” 





Last Supper

















Last Supper











Last Supper





Down with chicks?
If the church wanted to diminish women then:

Jesus would not have had women disciples 
nor talked to the woman at the well.

Mary, Jesus’ mother, would not be so 
hightly honored by the RCC.

Women first to the tomb.



So What?

Everyone must answer this question:

Matthew 16:15 - who do you say that I am?

Acts 16:31 - what must I do to be saved?

1 John 5:11-12 - do you have the Son?

Can you give a response for the hope that is 
in you? - 1 Peter 3:15




